oing racing snd winning nt it is one avenpe
of action many of the more competition-
oriented have gaid fa the best possible way
ta establizsh nn I||'I-|5-l\.'||||=|j_r sales image for a par-
ticular car that will remain long afier the
places and number of victories have faded from
memory. You will get as mony cong as pros
on this line of legie but one putatanting ox-
ample that sobstantiates it graphically is ihe
Chrysler 8. Back in "65 when the 300 were
first nomouneed, the ariginal “hemi™ head hard-
tops werd the hot dogs of that era and wasted
no time in proving so on the nation's circle
tracks In case you.don’t recnll, the MASCAR
championahip was copped in twao years' rinning
{"B5-"56) and even o turn on the old Daytons
Beach eourse in ‘56 prodoced a record 1309
mph two-way avernge for the Flyving Mile,
S0 hore we are o decnde later and the Z00%
are still with u=z: the breed Bas evalied gipce
thenm bat the image for the most port lingors
o, helped in no small sense by a whobs flock
of recent rallve suceezzes, For '05 the 320
(it has now rvenched the halfw; ¥ point in the
alphabet) iz not in the sams prerformance
leagae today as zorme vehicles availahle hay §@
still commands the respect of fellow motopists,

as we learned nx soon as 4 few miles of sppeet
driving were lopged. It {8 épeopening to see
i knowing look spread across mn obesrvers

face when he recogmizes the machine ps ane of
the *letter”™ E0"s. Ppart of the
Sequoin-green-with-n-black-padded-top test ear
garnered secomnd glances was the inflosnes of
Chryzler's new chief designer. Virgi]l Exser,
who hos produced n shape that possesses less
of the *either vou like it or yoo don™t™ apieality
of former 300's. Same of lost yenr’s owners
voiced the sentiment that their car embadied
s more distinet charactier of akvle, mnd while
this may be true, the fact that this yenr’s lines
are gaining wider favor with the peneral bvin -
ing public is reflected by riaing sales flpares

Mnke mo mistake, however, the “L" still re-
tains muoch of its old charm like Peal black
lrathor vpholstory that looks like elass in the
flesl mnd omits that specinl aroma missging
from most cars sinee bofore the war, Awnd ne
mntter how meny times you repest the rituak
of slipping behind the solid whee! and into the
four-way power seat, the feeling comes through
from the richnesa of the nppeintments that this
machine belonge in the world of aweeping
cauntry club driveways, groceful mansions and
ather such exclusive haunts, Funny thing about
it, thoogh, the econscle-mounted Torgue Flite
shift selector indicates the car is no pantys
waist mnd p quick check of the epgine and
running gear fortifies the notion,

Gone fromn umder the hood are the cxotie,
rom-tuned dual gquoad manifelds that bhave
weaced comparlments of previons nsodels amd
in its place is a aingle Corter AFE with 1.44-
inch primaries and 1.58-inch secondaries. While
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the single four-haler dosan't Appear ne ine-
pressive as last year's setup, it is adegunbe
for the 413 engine and no doobt delivers ime-
proved faz mileage. Backing up the 10.1:1
compréesgion wedge powerplant i= & sure-shift-
ing, threc-specd TorqueFlite auwtomatie, npd
for the rather-do-it-yourself-minded, the fam-
ous Chrysler four-speed box iz offered st na
exirn cost. Those opting for the standard will
alsy et a 123 ."-'\l'-lT!.'-l.-il'l!' Lmited slip in the
centler section of the axle, No matler what
Eranesmission i3 the final choles the ratio will
be the same in the rear

With a curb weight of Juzt a shade over two
nnd & holf tons we dide't anticipate blnzing
nocelerntion oway from rest and several rons
to sixty at the borderline between eight nnad
nine seconds bore thia out. However, we hod
heard thot on some of these rigs, if the suto-
matic transmission’s throttle prezssure rod to
the earburetor isn't adjusted properly, the
TorqueFlite doesn't plek up low gear, theraby
rotarding mceeleration. After running one of
the rods clevises out a fow turns and checking
to see that the earburelor wis opening to fts
moximom, we noted that the eogpine seered
to reccive an injection of new life and the
wern bo sixties got down into eipght-flat tersl-
tory.

Despite this agility, the 300 is definitely more
mt heme on the epen road and here s the place
whers the deiver really develops s strong bond
of affection for the ear. We scheduled in m
three-hundred-mile jaont doring our test amd
this teok ws up the Californin Coast along
Highway 101 through Santa Barhara and then
inland, across the Coast Ronge Mountains, =
more than sufficient sampling of terrain, to
learn what the car is capable of. The 300 had
the extra-cost, heavy-duty suapension package
and we would make the judgement that mpy-
thing less firm ought to allow an undesirable
amaunt of wallow at the relatively high specda
where the car will ¢ruise. Braking is up to
the geneérnl standurds of a machine this large
and the efective lining area of 2088 reprosents
nbouk twenty-five per cent above what can be
hond on the smaller Chryalers.

Anide from the ecreature comforts expected
in something in the 3L category, like power
everything, and air-conditioning and a sweet
AMSFM radio, the gadget that was really ap-
preciated was the Auto Pilot that enables the
driver to select a stendy speed, et it, and
forget (. Up hills and down dales, the car
remaing et ity predetermined wvelocity wntil
cither the beake or necelerator pedal is touched,
at which time the driver reassumes complete
conirel. Aleng with the generally low interior
nige level, the Croise Control goes o long way
toward reducing fatipue, net to mention (m-
proving gus mileage. Even with the Contral,
however, you ean't expect a machine this heavy
to break economy records. Stopennd-go trafe
lowered the mpg fipare to 11, while aver the
long hauls 14.5 was about Lapa.

We renlize that the $5081 ns-tested price is
out of the reach of mony enthusiasts, bot there
are those young-at-heart individuals who desire
something alightly rare, but well-done, in thoir
nutomobiles, Tle ':1I11'."|"‘\’-1l:"l' 300 fits this spech-
fieation to a T, or should we say “L"? "
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